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THE HYMN OF THE DAY:  CW  500:1 For Christian Homes, O Lord, We Pray 
 

For Christian homes, O Lord, we pray,  That you might dwell with us each day. 
Make ours a place where you are Lord,  Where all is governed by your Word. 

 
MESSAGE:  OBEY YOUR PARENTS 
You’ve seen what happens when a child has not learned to obey, haven’t you?  “Sally, 
come here.  Sally!  I mean it, right now.  Please, Sally, if you come here, I’ll take you to 
McDonalds.  All right, Toys ‘R’ Us, too.” 
 
It’s disgusting, isn’t it?  When parents don’t teach their child that they will say something 
one time and expect it to be done, that child has learned, “I have power.  You don’t mean 
what you say.” 
 
A child who has never learned to obey his or her parents probably will never be a very good 
employee, and what’s worse, may never learn to obey God.  How can children obey 
somebody they cannot see if they have not learned the basic concept of allowing 
themselves to be guided by their own parents?  If they can’t learn to obey you, putting a 
plaque of the Ten Commandments in their bedroom is not going to help them to obey God. 
 
That’s why teaching joyful obedience deserves our fullest, strongest attention as parents.  
After commissioning his apostles to make disciples of all nations, Jesus added, 
“…teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”  For their 
encouragement and strengthening he added, “Surely I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).  Jesus still keeps that promise to you and me—to all 
Christians. 
 
THE HYMN OF THE DAY:  CW  500:2 For Christian Homes, O Lord, We Pray 
 

We are the children of your grace;  Our homes are now your dwelling place. 
In you we trust and daily live;  Teach us to serve and to forgive. 

 
MESSAGE:  FORGIVE YOUR PARENTS 
I love saying, “Father, forgive me,” because he always answers that prayer right away.  
There is no bottom, no end, no limit to Jesus’ forgiveness. 
 
But then comes the hard part—“as we forgive those who sin against us.”  God says he 
wants me to be equally as generous in forgiving other people.  “As God’s chosen people, 
holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience.  Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you 
may have against one another.  Forgive as the Lord forgave you” (Colossians 3:12-
13). 
 
Our parents did or do so very much for us.  We need to appreciate that.  But let’s get real—
they have hurt you too.  They are sinners and have sinned against you.  Millions of 
Americans have grown up in homes with parents who are alcoholics, who have sexually 
abused or permitted the sexual abuse of their own children, or whose adultery and betrayal 
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broke up the household.  What hurts do you still carry with you?  Where do you go with 
your anger? 
 
The past cannot be changed.  What can be changed is how you choose to remember it.  As 
the Lord has helped you by forgiving your sins, he can help you also to let go of your anger 
so it will not punish, torment, poison, or imprison you any longer.  Let it go and let God heal 
you. 
 
THE HYMN OF THE DAY:  CW  500:3 For Christian Homes, O Lord, We Pray 
 

United in a bond of love,  We lift our eyes to you above. 
From you we gain the strength to live,  The wish to share, the joy to give. 

 
MESSAGE:  JOIN THE TEAM; LOVE THE TEAM 
I think most of us underestimate our own selfishness.  It’s so much easier to see it in other 
people, and I know I’m not always paying attention when people—my family included—
send me hints about my own. 
 
Teenagers especially struggle with this.  They are naturally pushing away from their 
parents.  They are trying on masks to figure out who they are.  They are trying to be their 
own person and not just get sucked into their parents’ identity.  They crave independence.  
Their youthful energy makes their parents seem like old fools and their younger siblings like 
embarrassing baggage. 
 
All of us are born with an attitude of “What’s in it for me?” and “What are you going to do for 
me?”  Cain’s angry shout to God, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” is still our native language.  
God has a better way:  “Serve one another in love.  The entire law is summed up in a 
single command:  ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” (Galatians 5:13-14). 
 
Our Servant-Savior, Jesus, provides both the healing forgiveness we all need as well as 
the role model to help those who feel themselves drifting away from their families.  Realize 
that you are not quite as smart and slick as you think you are, nor are the other members of 
your family quite as dumb as you think you are.  Your family is God’s gift; it is your team.  
Love your team. 
 
THE HYMN OF THE DAY:  CW  500:4 For Christian Homes, O Lord, We Pray 
 

Protect us and our loved ones dear  From pain and sorrow, want and fear; 
Yet when we must our burdens bear,  “Your will be done” shall be our prayer. 

 
MESSAGE:  TEACH YOUR PARENTS TO BECOME CHILDREN AGAIN 
Little children are so used to having everything “automatically” provided for them—clothing, 
food, shelter, transportation—that trust comes naturally to them.  This makes it easier for 
them to believe in Jesus too.  They simply know that Jesus loves them.  They simply trust 
that Jesus will help them. 
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As we grow older, however, and grow more self-sufficient and self-reliant, we lose the 
“naïve” faith that everything we need will be provided.  Adults know that they have to work 
for everything they get.  The problem comes when adults get confused and start to think 
maybe they have to work for God’s love and earn his blessings. 
 
Grown-ups may think if they act better, swear less, drink less, or give more, they might earn 
a better place in heaven.   Perhaps the “achievers” come to think that they are better than 
other people and deserve everything they plan to get from God.  Or worse—perhaps they 
fear that because they have made so many messes they have forfeited God’s favor. 
 
Let Jesus whisper this truth in your ear.  Ready?  “I tell you the truth, unless you change 
and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 
18:3).  This kind of “second childhood”—simply trusting God for everything—is not senility.  
It’s reality; it’s a very happy state of mind to live in.  With the help of the Holy Spirit, try it.  
Amen. 
 
THE HYMN OF THE DAY:  CW  500:5 For Christian Homes, O Lord, We Pray 
 

And when you call us all to rest,  Then will we have a home more blest, 
See all our care and sorrow cease,  And find with Christ eternal peace. 

 


